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—i Bouthern Wes ?"on;qinia Courtfoums :ﬁun}u: B
[ | ek Tonit Wor .
/' |“Those Yankses burnad the courthouse during |

'th- War of Northem Aggrecscion”™ or maybe “It wazs
......... 'bu.rn-d during the pericd of Southern Reballion.”
| Fick whichever you zuits you or just zay that the court-
houze must have been burnad during the “Lats Unpleazantmeszs”.
| Mozt of us have come across this reason for not finding that one
(keey piece of information about at least ones of our ancestors, that
one fact that could tis cur ressarch to sarlier generationz. Mozt of
(the time, itiz not gue. Those of utin southem West Virgima, un-
.formnatelv will ind that the courthousze did, indsed burn. Harsic
:an axcerpt antitled “Weazt Virgmia in the Civil War—Logan County.”
|
|
|
!

Boone, Logan, and Mercer Courthouses Bumed

Fall 1861-Spring 1862

| Three courthouse s in southern West Virginia were burned as acts of
|war the first year of the Civil War-Boone, on September 1, 1861; Lo-

zgan. on January 15, 1862; and Mercer, on May 1, 1862. The Boone
'and Logan courthouses and adjacent buildings were burned by Un-

ion troops, while that of Mercer, at Princeton, was burned by order
of the Confederate commander on retreating from the town, de-

| spite the fact that the entire area was predominantly Southern in
loyalty. Logan County had contributed heavily to the Confederate

army with the Logan Wildcats, Chapmanville Greys, Logan Hunters,
‘and Captain Hugh Toney's Company. These companies were umits

| of General McCausland’'s 36th Virgimia Infantry. Umion Brigadier
General Jacob D. Cox, sent Colonel Edward Siber and six compu:ies
|of men into the area. The regiment was united on the morming of
January 14, and the march on Logan began. The troops passed on
both sides of the river. When the regiment reached its destination
|on the evening of the 14th, it was found completely evacuated by
the male population, but every man that had a gun had taken posi-
,txon on the steep mountain side opposite the town. A sharp skr-
Innslnng fire was opened on the advance element on both sides of
ithe river. The beavy rains of the 13th and 14th caused the Guyan-
adotte to rise rapidly, and fearing that be would be cut off by high
owatet Colonel Siber ordered evacuation of the town and all public

bmld:mgs burned.
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The Man to Blame-

-ggwrt gfto/: L dwvard Siber, m'inymtﬁ'ooﬁo frﬁmrg
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JANUARY 12-23, 1862.-Expedition to Logan
Court-House and the Guyandotte Valley, West

Virzinia.

HDQRS. THIRTY-SEVENTHE REGIMENT
OHIO VOLUNTEERS
Camp Cifton, January 23, 1862

.......

SIR: The high ztand of the watars m Coal River did impade me
from zending you particular reports concermng the axpadition to
Logan and the Guyandotts Valley. It waz not befoare the avening of
January 11 thatl could g=t real information about the eanamy I
hayve bean zant to purzue. On thiz evening some Union men oppo-
zit= the gde of Boone-town informed me that from Little Coal River
to Guyandotts a graat number of the inhsbitant: formed acompa-
ny, which they callad “Black Stripad Company,”™ and which may
number about 60 or 70 men, for the moszt part of the poor=ct dazs,
who never did act in any greater force than 10 or £S5 men but
which such band did overrun the country batween Guyandotts,
Mud, and Coal Riverzs. In consequence of thic mformation I forded
the Little Coal River on the moming o the 12th of January, and
moved the zame day four companies, under command of Major An-
kele, to Chapmanville and on to the Guyandotte, whilzt on= com-
pany, undar Captain Maggnar, advanced by Turtle Cresk towards
the head of Mud River. One company remainad with mea at Bal-
lardz, on Spruce Fork. Al thegs detachments met with no re-
ziztance, bacauze all mals inhabitant: of thiz part of the country
had flad praviouz to their arrival to the other zide of the Guyan-
dott=. But the next morning, when Major Ankele moved up the
right bank of the Guyandotts from Chaspmanville, hiz cdumn waz
firad at from =very houze on the oppozits side mortally woundad
Captain Goacke, of Company B, which exasparatad the men of the
regiment o much, that a number of them thraw themselratc in the
river and reachad by swimming the opposits bank, dactroyad the
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houses from whers they had been firad at, took sway some nfles, |
and made ome prizoners.

Having raceived the report of thecse unexpectad hoztilities, I
haztaned with the companiatc from Turtle Cr=ek to join thoze in the
Guyandotte Valley, which I reachad in the mormng of January 14.
Marching with the whade detachmeant under my ordermx immediataly
and ocn both banksz of the Guyandotts to Logan, I found thiz place
complataly svacuated by the whole male population, which, armead
with riflaz, had ratreatad to a stesp mountain on the other zide of
the Guyandotte, wheare at the came time sppear=d a number of
horzemen, and wher= had been aszembled a number o bush-
whackerz. By all thece was ogpenad acharp skirmiching fire upon
my advanced scouts an the other band of the Guyandotte and up-
on pickeatz which cccupiad the town. Corporal John Behm, of
Company C, waz killad on thiz occasion. The snemy, howsver,
wers dnven back with locz of men on the road to Sandy. Ire-
mainad dunng the mght in the court-houze at Logan, having occu-
piad the pocition around it. Sesing however, that thiz pocition
waz completaly commandad by the mentionad mountain on the
other zide of the CGuyandotts, the watar: of which began by the
heavy rain suddenly to rize, I orderad for the naxt morning at 4
otlock the svacuation of the place, which under thege circum-
stances could notbe held without more sacrifice o life; and az the
inhabitant: of thic town had actad with 2o much ammozity and
treachery, az bezides the court-house of Logan and other public
buildingz of thiz place had be=n long ago convertad into barracks,
uzed az a principal pant of rafuge for the rmbel cavalry, I thought 1t.
to be my duty to deprive the snamy of such pozition, only valuable |
to him and uzselezs to ug, and order=d to 22t fire to these buldings
befors my departurs. I retreatad through Crockad Creek Hawitt
Cresk, and Sprucs Fork to Boone, and succesdad I crozzing Little
Coal River befor= it bacame complataly unfordsble, but waz
stoppad, for zome day: at Paytona by the high waterz of Big Coal
River.

I have to rapart that, with the axception of & Union zettlemant
in Hewitt and Spruce Fork, the whole population batwasn Little
Coal And Cuyandotte are in the highest degra= hoetile to the Un-
ion; that expeacially at Big Crask, Mill Crask, Upper Hewitt, and on
both zidez of Guyandotts thoze men lived who compozed the zo-
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side of the Guyandotta I could not take them up in their houses,
and it appearz to me that thiz can only be dons by a small datach-

ment of light cavalry who arrive before the news of their march haz
reached the country. [have zent a lizt of thoze men who are r=-

portad mozt dangerous to Bng. Gen. J.D. Cox; alko zome prizan-
ars.

[ am, mozt respectiully, you cbadient sarvant,
£ Bier
Colonel Thirty-seventh Regiment Chio Volunteers.

L. Thomas,
Adjutant-General U.3 Army, Washington, D.C.

| This report fom Col Si-
| ber was published in

| the WAR OF THE RE-

| BELLION OFFICIAL

| RECORDS CF THE UN-
| ION AND CONFEDER-

| ATE ARMIES, SERIES I,
|\VOL. S, FREPARED UN-
| DER THE DIRECTION

| OF THE SECRETARY

| OF WAR, EYEVT,

| LIEUT. COL ROEERTN.
| SCOTT, THIRD U.S AR-

| TILLERY, AND FUB-

| LISHED PURSUANT TO |
| ACT OF CONGRESS AF-|
| FPROVED JUNE 16, :
| 1880. (reprinted and |
| copyrighted in 1971 by |
E the National Historical |
| Society) E



